Passing, Questions on Excerpt 1: 

1. Remember this is the opening of the novel:
a/ Comment on the way the connection between Irene and Clare is made. Remember Irene’s position as the internal focaliser of the story. 
b/ Discuss the temporal structure of the passage. 

2. Comment on the description of the letter in the first paragraph. 

3. Focus on the passage between l.16 and 42: how is Clare characterised here? Pay attention to what remains unsaid in the passage. 

4. “though she had been, Irene admitted, fond enough of him in her own rather catlike way.
Catlike. Certainly that was the word which best described Clare Kendry, if any single
word could describe her.” (l.44-47): comment on this passage, particularly on the choice of the adjective “catlike”. 

Remember to be precise in your answers by quoting and analysing the text.

The words in bold are key words to write and talk about a novel. For your exam, you need to look them up if you don’t know them, learn them and start using them.

The words underlined are useful words to know and use for your own literary analysis. For your exam, I recommend you learn them and practice using them.
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