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As an introduction to journalism and thème, this course focuses on press articles dealing with current events 

and on the linguistic issues raised by their translation. The aim is not only to keep up with current affairs and 

to improve your English, but also to gain an understanding of key translation problems and to develop some 

of the skills required to solve them. Your progress will be assessed twice every semester with the translation 

of articles which, although they inevitably contain an element of surprise, will somehow be related to what 

we discussed in class. 

Assessment  

1. Translate an excerpt from a press article (~ 100 words) and define vocabulary words - Week 5, 40% 

of overall mark 

2. Translate a press article (~ 200 words) - Week 12, 60% of overall mark 

 

Each week you will be expected to translate French articles or to do translation exercises. Any student 

wishing improve their marks, to learn more or to pursue further studies in translation will find a wealth 

of resources online and in the library. For the purposes of this class, a good starting point is to read the 

English-language press. 



Course Schedule 

Week 1 – Introduction/ Faux amis 

Week 2 – Press vocabulary 

Week 3 – Informative vs. opinion articles 

Week 4 – Review for CC1 

Fall break 

Week 5 – Contrôle continu 1 

Week 6- Quality vs. popular press articles 

Week 7 – Feedback on CC1 

Week 8 – Punctuation/common mistakes workshop 

Week 9 – Imparfait and passé composé 

Week 10- Continued practice 

Week 11- Review for CC2 

Winter holiday break 

Week 12 - Contrôle continu 2 

 


