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libidinous, make the penis of their husbands swell to such a size as to appear deformed,
and this is accomplished by a certain artifice, being the bite of some poisonous animal,
and by reason of this many lose their virile organ and remain eunuchs.
They have no cloth, either of wool, flax, or cotton, because they have no need of it;
nor have they any private property, everything being in common. They live amongst
themselves without a king or ruler, each man being his own master, and having as many
wives as they please. The children cohabit with the mothers, the brothers with the sisters,
the male cousins with the female, and each one with the first he meets. They have no
temples and no laws, nor are they idolaters. What more can I say! They live according to
nature, and are more inclined to be Epicurean than Stoic. They have no commerce
among each other, and they wage war without art or order. The old men make the youths
do what they please, and incite them to fights, in which they mutually kill with great
cruelty. They slaughter those who are captured, and the victors eat the vanquished; for
human flesh is an ordinary article of food among them. You may be the more certain of
this, because I have seen a man eat his children and wife; and I knew a man who was
popularly credited to have eaten 300 human bodies. I was once in a certain city for
twenty-seven days, where human flesh was hung up near the houses, in the same way as
we expose butcher’s meat. I say further that they were surprised that we did not eat our
enemies, and use their flesh as food, for they say it is excellent. Their arms are bows and
arrows, and when they go to war they cover no part of their bodies, being in this like
beasts. We did all we could to persuade them to desist from their evil habits, and they
promised us to leave off. The women, as I have said, go naked, and are very libidinous,
;ygmheir bodies are comely; but they are as wild as can be imagined.
. They live for 150 years, and are rarely sick. If they are attacked by a disease they

Hernéan Cortés (1485-1547) Two letters from Mexico

Herndn Cortés landed in Mexico on 22 April 1519, having left the
in November of the previous year. After a series of battles and
| of 1519, the conquistadors arrived at the Aztec capital,
Ey_]uly' of 1520, Moctezuma was dead and the Aztec
en by 13 August 1521. This left Cortés in charge of its
of the most powerful men in the western hemisphere. Bet-

és wrote five long letters — relaciones - to the Habsburg

h must be very close to the works of art from
ht Drer in Brussels in the summer of 1520 (IC2).
shedin 1522, contains an account of Aztec
capital city of Tenochtitlan (Temixtitan to
have concentrated on Cortés's description of
imids (‘towers’) and religious sculptures it






la  Across the Ocean Sea 47

has a small piece of featherwork which, together with the one mentioned above, is of
the same miter. [...]
Item: Some screens of blue stone mosaic, lined with a skin which by its color seems
to come from a marten; and from each one of them hang fifteen small gold bells....
Furthermore, two pieces of colored featherwork which are for two pieces of gold,
made like large shells and worn on the head.
Furthermore, two birds with green plumage and their feet, beaks and eyes made
of gold. These are put on one of those pieces of gold that resemble shells.
Furthermore, two large ear ornaments of blue stone mosaic which are for the large
alligator head.

In another square box, a large alligator head in gold, which is the one mentioned
above where the aforementioned pieces are to be put.

Also, a helmet of blue stone mosaic with twenty small gold bells hanging round
the outside of it with two strings of beads above each bell: and two ear ornaments of
wood with gold plates. |...]

- Item: A large buckler of featherwork trimmed on the back with the skin of a
~ spotted animal. In the center of the field of this buckler is a gold plate with a design
h as the Indians make, with four other half plates of gold round the edge, which
ther form a cross.
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Amongst these temples there is one, the principal one, whose great size and magy
icence no human tongue could describe, for itis so large that within the precincts, WhicI;
five hundred inhabitants could easiy
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