black slave [rom Cape VErde. DEarted man catied Pedro Wi i Unirty-itve yeals oid
[} One cape made frov quilted fabric from Chaul lined with bertangil cloth |...).
One writing box from China with silver bock and fittings | . |. Onee table from China of
five palms in length with silver brackets and hinges [..|. One legue from Japan set
with enamelied gold and with jts thick gobd chain [ | One knife shaped as a Chinese
fan [legwe] ver with low guality gold in the guards, hilt and pomumel. | .}

ta® Johann Huyghen van Linschoten (1563-1611) On Indian
religious art

Lanschotien s Doy w the then Spceesh Netherionds, and of a young age he went
&5 seek Nis o fuive in Sgoun lin 1583, wihile = Lisbon, he contracted to go en o Dutch
soyage to adhia, where he stayed until 1592 Mis account of the society and culture
he o seen iz widely regarded gs one of the finest of the period. Qrignally written
i Dich and published in 596 & was quickly tronsloted into English and repub -
pehed in 1598 The presert esxtrocts focus on Linschoten s encounters with Iindvan
sligions ort He describes vorious corved and painted figures (pagods) and the
seenpies they are housed in (pogodas). o well as gving on account of a juggernaut
T Mq::t 1o NS OdMring descriptions of Indian 7’3mmrr:’r and wealth, here Lin
sehoRENs s overriding tone s one of misunderstonding, tinged with o mixture of horror
st Bwe for the glen religous proctices. This remaned o significont strand of the
Eoropeon fegponge 1o Hindu relgious ort well into the nineteenth century fef NWCEL
and (VDS Linschoten's norrative olso offers o teling example of the way early
aecounts by Europeans of “oien’ refigious art mixed supposedly first-hand descrip
tion with received demonologies Thus. as Partha Mitter has shown. Linschoten's
eytwitnes . description’ from the 1590s of a pogod with horns, teeth and o papal
mitre i3 indebted to Ludovico di Varthema's 1510 description of a sculpture of the
el which wos allegedly worshipped by the King of Calicut: 'The said devil has a
crown mode like thot of the papal kingdom, with three crowns: it has also four hoOrns
W teeth with g verylarge mouth. nose and most ternble eyes’ (Quoted in Mitter,
h doloned Monsters, 1992, p. 17). The present extracts are taken from the text
sted in Peter C. Mancall (ed.). 7rave’ Narratives from the Age of Liscovery. An
hokaay. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006, pp. 189-90, 193-4 and 196-&
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nd | d of Goa, are resident many Heathens, Moors (which are Maho-
ms]), Jews, and all strange nations bordering there-about, every one of
astoms, and superstitions in Religion. The Moors hold Mahomet’s
nd the Jews Moses'’s law ... The Moors eat all things except
g buried like the Jews, by the Heathens; as Decaniins, Gusa-
dians being dead, are burnt to ashes, and some women
hem, that is such as are Gentlemen or Noblemen, and the
are their Idolatrous Priests ... [M]ost of them pray unto
acknowledge a God that made, created and ruleth
there is an other, wherein men shall be rewarded
ave Idols and Images, which they call Pagods, cut
rous Devils, to whom daily they offer, and say,
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such lively shapes and figures as we told you before. These stand ip the
certain covertures, without the Churches, and have hard by each of them 4 o .
of water, cut out of the stone to wash their feet, with half an Indian Ny th
handle and hangeth there to take up water withal. And this is ordained for the » ¥
that pass by, who commonly at every one of those Pagodas do fall down and ,,:b g
prayers, and wash their feet in those Cisterns. By the said Pagods, commoniy dobt :
{two] little furnaces with a Calf or Cow of stone, before the which they set md,‘ |
ings, which are of such things, as are to be eaten, every man as his devotion %
1ey think the Pagod eateth in the night, but is taken away by the Brahmy

y place such offerings standing, but we had liile desire once toi
) hilthily, and as we had sufficiently beholden thei
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: fici ir
S, We returned again into the village, wherein we g

ntzsi had advertised us, that the same day abog
11n procession to sport itself in the fields, ande
- And about the time which he appointed, the
*D of the Christians, wherewith all the peoge
ontof his diabolical Cell, which with gt
17 A covered litter carried on poles] bor
gm.iatt:devotion following after, with thet
Instruments, wherewith they wentt
him very clean (although he wee
1to his Cell, leaving him shut heres
o) -
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