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Art and Postcolonial Society 373

surions. But underlying this apparent equality there exist two different schemes

inst

of things: the white / European artist has no obligation to the multicultural society

1ndhe does not require any identity sign for the work to be recognized; the “other”
ists must carry the burden of the culture from which they have originated, and q
they must indicate this in their artworks before they can be recognized and legit-
mated. Their works must carry identity cards with African or Asian signs on them.

You may think I'm talking about South Africa under apartheid. No, I'm not. ['m ;
alking about the liberal democratic society of the West in which all its citizen, g
iespective of their place of origin or racial difference, are supposed to have equal ‘i
ight and status. Is it not extraordinary that within this society there exists a system L_;
of apartheid upheld and protected by its most liberal institutions, in some cases é
with the help of some postcolonial theorists? These theorists are still arguing on
the basis of the colonizer—colonized relationship and its ambivalence. In fact, ;T

behind their idea of ambivalence lies a desire to serve the old masters, as colonial
goberweens, Their postcolonial theories, instead of recognizing the modernity of

the postcolonial subject and its creative ability to intervene in what are t'he legacies
lled the choices and actions of the

of colonialism, have in fact limited and contro s C
Postwar artist by defining his/her artistic role and potential exclusively Wl’cfunth rhf
Migratory and diasporic experiences. In this situation, how could the you1.1g hci) er
s excluded from the paradigm of modernism and removed from its history,
d structures, both of art production

i i< vene in what are historically determine
[ 0 egitimation? While youn ostmodern ,
thors the knowledge of };nodfrzism and its history, which p]fowdes d-wm th;
mic for their present wo rk. nonwhite artists have been denied the history o
" Modern achievement of their earlier generations i e Wes.t. is is dealt with
he issue we face is therefore of a structural nature, and ul.ml this is fiet}:e\:l s-
 historical context it is very difficult to say o nee mtervegg 1f-la] de yo-
today. The issue here is of human equality, of human nghlts. 11}113 i a l:ne
“lic society, it should be one’s basic right tO eapies Qneself S iy Zribe
'0ses, with or without one’s cultural baggage: Nobody Sh(?'lﬂd -Chmate' IPms‘bﬂi ;
_‘reate conditions that limit one’s creative actions. The e i i
the postcolonial st Batiods 00 black, European and uon-?umpﬁl?ﬂ;l?;fo
—-=’d€rstand that the world is no longer the West‘s COIOﬂY The PthOSOP (o i S:
. Ourses which justified and legiimated the cenrality of o _Europcslln ;n o ;n;
151?1 has ¢ ollapse dand hasaor e 7 dai,'TheSe discourses are s : emg:i—lse. '
mth their newname of postmode mm‘bymmsumnom, ar '_:-hJStOrtans. an crn:-
. Sbecauge of the global power of the es - th [ Onme tO look at the world and |
A olonial artist must therefore chal-

f‘eﬁne itin the same old colonial v S 2 :
enge this colonial le challenge can we intervene and

white/European artists carry with

T

h artist of African origin,
minar that all he wanted
_ confessed to me that he
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