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Parastou Forouhar 35

coding. Forouhar digitally creates complex patterns out of unexpected objects
such as weapons and genitalia. These erotic and violent shapes are repeated
and arranged to form intricate patterns, which disguise the individual motifs.
Abbas Daneshwari suggests that the highly structured, repetitive patterns
in Eslimi are metaphors for the ‘intricate and sophisticated structures of
[theocratic] control [in Iran].* He asserts that the works are more than just
- biographical; ‘they are critiques of a society ruled by anachronisms.® The full
and half drop and mirror repeat patterns of Eslimi are printed onto woven
cloth and displayed as a soft furnishing catalogue, intended to be flicked
through. Russell Harris suggests that Forouhar’s imagery and realization
in the form of a sample catalogue ‘makes a strong statement about harsh
religious interpretations infiltrating the most banal and quotidian aspects of
life” Any initial suggestion of the erotically charged Orient is challenged by
this restricted daily reality and by the inclusion of delicate patterns created
by instruments of torture.® Violence and intimacy are entangled (Figure 2.1).
In relation to textiles, entanglement describes the process of fibres, yarns
and threads interlocking in chaotic and unexpected ways. Entangled imagery
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