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- he concrete universal, the miniature and the o

i Lof th

B gt (jtalobt‘ is both the model or map, and the thing which
B i The ~i and circumnavigated. It is both the object that
B i n;i‘-iﬁ in its gravitational field, while appearing as a hand-

¢

* ect, 4s in the @ages qf' Christ (or the Christian
ror) as salvator mund?, cradling the Christianized world
m?iqwliiﬂ e sphere in his hand. When the weight of the
| O ‘_Ij "rmws (as it does for us today), the world may seem to
"‘mk[h [TK body that supports it as in the famous emblems of
e \;I:?\Z holding up the globe. Spherical models of the universe
"_""im the early modern navigation of the globe, as the
-'mwm doctrine of the music of the spheres attests. If “the

” was without form and void” in the Biblical account of
it was easy to predict that the first created form
be the simplest, a Platonic object like a sphere or globe.
..nce the rendering of creation as the nscription of a sphere
- ace. as in William Blake'’s depiction of Jehovah-Urizen

ho!
B peld

is compasses, a Vulcan-figure contemplating his fiery
in a more radically onginal image) as a demiurge

rth to a gigantic womb or “globe of blood.*
three images capture three major ways of thinking
three “aspects,” as Wittgenstein would have putit,
-ometrical, measurable construction, whether
sical space, or mappable, calculable quant
graphical regions, topographies, and routes to
populations, and transitory cultural and
onditions - the passing weather of the medias
neteorological sphere, In the terms of Hennl
¢ discussion, The Production of Space, this is
mimistered, “represented” space of the archi

er, and landscapist

oduced, made object, an artifice involving
technol Y. the “man-made” worlds of P‘h}imﬁﬂ
Halworlds of digital technology, or the shaped,
e of cultvation, urbanization, and planetary
Tom Chinese Walls to dikes and dams to global
ts (global W‘vll'l'ﬂi.ng, mmﬂﬂ(‘&y}. Mm-

ebvre’s notion of “practiced” space, the built |
‘rroduced organic form, seen simultan a =

"1 the engineer, the ploughman, e the

And as the environment inhabited by that organ-
mal image can be rem ™ of
m urished by a place o AT

tnis

-

Globalization and Visual Culture 255

Figure 16.1 Williarn Blake, Europe. A Prophecy
Copy B, 1794 (Glasgow Umversity Library
Frontispiece: “The Ancient of Davs” or “Urizen

with Hus Compasses.” Erching with pen and

ink, watercolor and bodycolor on paper

2 Williar Blake. The Somg o fon.
S British Museum, Depactment of
wings) Plares.
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Globatization and Visual Culture

o correct. The Fact that this Weltanschauung
nal and fragmentary s the side on which

are other kinds of pdralla‘( View's or jumpﬁ in
spective that need to be recognized. It is noe

f scale, of the gigantic and mintature. but
damental « Hk'lll%i.; of the world piCZUl’t as such.
iion may be found in the cover image of

\'s Empire (Figure 16.4). Why should a book

a resolutely political, economic, and social

of world order, the “juridical” formation of
srate, and NGO agents that constitute what
npire” with a capital E, have a meteorological
urricane as the totalizing emblem of its mes
mage is radically inappropriate to the text it
t would make much more sense as the cover of
Inconventent Truth, which treats globalization
opical and environmental process that (on its
rse) is leading toward a global catastrophe.
ning, as Gore argues (with the unanimous sup-
t can only be called the “world picture” of con-

cience) is threatening the entire life-world of = Figure 16.4  Cover of Empire, by Michael
Hardt and Antonio Negri (Cambridge, MA:

Harvard University Press, 2000}

pecies. It is as if Hardt and Negri were led,
nsciously, to the limiting breakdown of their
a turbulent form of order and disorder,

ver calls the “shadow” that haunts the world picture, in the form

nt figure of transformation, the vortex.

n conclude, however, with the relatively abstract and cosmological

vortex as the turbulent passage between world pictures, 1 want to
th a few thoughts on the intermediate concept of the region, the
wddle” that tends to be left out in the polarizing concepts of the global
hink that it is no accident that Hardt and Negri discount the impor-
ographical regions” and Marx’s figure of the “Old Mole” of proletar-
" that burrows through the earth in favor of a highly virtualized
* center is everywhere and circumference is nowhere. For them, all
‘ruggles against Empire are “incommunicable” with one another. An
titude” resists an equally abstract “Empire” whose “virtual center ...

.ed from any p()lﬂ[ (P 59)

any lesson from contemporary politics (say, in. the Mlddle East but
‘mericas and in Africa and Asia, for instance), it is that the region is a

“actor than ever before. The mﬂltary nightmare of our moment
O be, not the ICBMs of the Cold War, which were gcmﬁﬂd? global n

S but the shor and mtermediatt range ‘missile

be launched from the baCk of h"pmhlp.ﬂ'uck, or the back
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